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THE NATION-WIDE LEGISLATIVE CAMPAIGN 


ROM East and Far West, from the States to the North, and from 
the Southwest, news of the Equal Rights campaign pours in steadily. 
In New York the State Committee, under the direction of the legisla- 
tive chairman, Mrs. Clarence Smith, is preparing for a hearing on the 
Equal Rights bills on February 28th. There will appear in behalf of the 
bills, Doris Stevens, Dr. Anna Hochfelder, Deaconess Young, who will 
speak on the bill making prostitution an offense of the male as well as the 
female participant, and on the bill legitimating children born out of wed- 
lock. Other speakers will be Mrs. H. O. Havemeyer of New York City 
and Mrs. Lieber Whittic of Syracuse, vice chairman of the New York 
State Committee. | 


Jury Service in Connecticut. 

In Connecticut particular interest is centering on the Jury Service 
measure for women introduced by Senator Golden for the National 
Woman’s Party. The argument of the opposition voiced at a meeting of 
the Woman’s Republican League of Meriden that jury duty is “not a 
service fit for decent women” has a singularly familiar sound. 

The Morning Record of Meriden, Conn., thus describes the battle over 
the jury service clause in the Woman’s Party program: 

“Women voters in Meriden are encountering their first squalls 
since embarking upon the sea of equality. They are zealous and 
spirited in their endeavors to take the responsibilities attendant on the 
right to vote but the question of jury duty for women has caused a 
large number of the fair balloters to rise in anger and declare that the 
‘equalizing’ has gone far enough. 

| “At the present time a number of petitions are being circulated 
among Meriden women urging the defeat of a bill introduced in the . 
Connecticut legislature by the National Woman’s Party granting to 
women the right to serve on juries in this State. These petiticns are 
to be presented to the legislature through Senator Eugene P. Golden 
and the local representatives, it is understood. 

“It was impossible to learn the text of the petitions last night, but 
it was said that they were all identical and all came from the same — 
source. According to Mrs. George Graham, a member of the Republi- 
can Town Committee vigorously opposed to jury duty for women, who 
was the first woman to sign her name to one of her petitions, the 
documents are in the form of a resolution.” 

The Meriden Journal writes of the campaign as a whole: 

“Senator Eugene P. Golden, as chairman of the Committee on — 
Woman Suffrage, introduced into the legislature today a batch of 25 
bills for the Connecticut Branch of the National Woman’s Party, at 
the request of Mrs. Nathan E. Derecktor, of 969 Broad Street, who 
is a member of the legislative committee of the organization. The 
bills abrogate in every respect the common law disabilities of women 
and propose important changes in the divorce laws and illegitimacy. 
The Woman’s Party hold that an emergency exists and that immediate 
action is necessary for the preservation of the public health, peace and 
safety. 

“Mrs. Derecktor stated that the bills introduced here are similar 
to measures passed in Colorado, ‘while a blanket measure of a wider 
scope was adopted in Wisconsin. She pointed out that among the 25 
bills presented by Senator Golden is.a_general measure upon which 
the other 24 hinge. This general measure is ‘An Act granting to 
women the same rights, privileges and immunities under the laws of 
the State as men. 

“Section 1. Women shall have the same rights, privileges and im- 
munities under the laws of Connecticut as have men. 

“Section 2. This Act shall be construed as abrogating in every 
respect the common law disabilities of women. 

“Section 3. All acts or parts of acts in conflict with any pro- 
visions of this act are hereby repealed. 

“Section 4. The legislature hereby declares that this act i$ neces- 
sary for the immediate ee 
safety. 

“Section 5. In the opinion of the heabeiatens an emergency exists. 
Therefore this act shall be in full force and effect immediately from 
and after its passage.” 


Mrs. Derecktor writes thus to the National HeadquarterS:_ | 

“It is a real privilege and pleasure to me to be able to serve the 
National Woman’s Party. 

“The plans for our coming meeting, at which Miss Elsie Hill, 
chairman of the National Council, is to speak, are well-nigh complete. 
I have sent out one thousand invitations to the meeting, to various 
organizations and classes of women. The traditional apathetic atti- 
tude has a death-like grip on the women here and their husbands have 
a death-like grip on the doors which might permit a new idea to enter. 
However, I am not discouraged and I hope for success, at least in a 
measure.” 


Victory in Delaware. 


The Delaware Committee under the direction of Mrs. Jane Hammitt, ~ 


State chairman, and Mrs. Florence Bayard Hilles, legislative chairman, has 
succeeded in passing through both houses of the legislature the following 
amendment to the State constitution: 

“No citizen of the State of Delaware shall be disqualified to hold 
and enjoy any office or public trust, under the laws of this State, 
by reason of sex.” 

This amendment passed the last session of the legislature and is now 
therefore a part of the constitution of Delaware, which unlike that of all 
other States, does not require a referendum of the people on constitutional 
amendments. 

Another constitutional amendment. which removes from the constitu- 
tion the only discrimination against women remaining in the constitution, 
has passed the Senate and is now before the House. 

A hearing on the other Equal Rights legislation is being arranged by 
Mrs. Hilles. Miss Emma Wold, national legislative secretary, is going 
from Washington to speak at the hearing. 


Hearing in Massachusetts. 
A hearing on the Equal Rights bill was held in Massachusetts un Feb- 


_ruary 14th, under the direction of Katharine Morey, State chairman of 


the Woman’s Party, and the members of the Massachusetts Committee. 
The hearing recalled vividly the days of suffrage hearings when women 
spoke and worked against political equality with the same fervor with which 
today they are opposing legal and industrial equality. The New York 
Times reports the hearing as follows: | 
“The so-called ‘Equal Rights’ bill presented by the Massachusetts 
Branch of the National Woman’s Party, at a hearing at the State — 
House today brought out scores of women from throughout the State | 


in opposition to the measure. Of more than 200 women at the hear- \ 


ing it appeared that two-thirds were in opposition. 

“This measure has to do with equal rights, privileges and immuni- 
ties for men and women. 

“Representative John C. Hull of Leominster, in questioning Miss 
Katharine Morey of Brookline, sponsor of the Equal Rights bill, sug- 


any scrubwoman because of the section in the bill relating to sex dis- 
crimination. Miss Morey retorted that if men wanted to be scrub 
men there was no reason to deny them that privilege. 

“Mrs. Arthur G. Rotch, president of the Massachusetts League of 
Women Voters, said that although she sympathized with the intent of 
a bill to bring justice and equality to women, she felt the Woman’s 
Party was confusing equality and identity. She pointed out that the 
functions of women are decidedly different from those of men and 
that laws to govern them must be different in many respects. 

“Mrs. Frances E. Slattery, president of the League of Catholic 
Women, attacked the bill as an instrument which would break up the 
country’s most sacred institution, the home. She characterized the . 
efforts of the Woman’s Party as dangerous propaganda for — 


disintegration.” 
Circulating Petitions i in Texas. 


From Texas comes a list of ten specific measures for which the Texas 
branch of the National Woman’s Party is asking the support of the legis- 
lature. The titles of these measures have been printed in full and cir- 
culated in the form of petitions to the legislature. The petition reads: 


gested that its provisions would prevent the State from employing 
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We, Citizens of.. 


Texas, ask your active and immediate 
support of the following specific measures: 

No. 1. An Act providing that the father and mother- shall be the 
joint natural guardians of their minor children. 

No. 2. An Act providing that the divorce law shall be equal 
for men and women, — 

No. 3. An Act providing that women citizens shall have equal 
opportunities to hold public office and enter public employment upon 
the same terms and to receive like compensation as men citizens 

No. 4. An Act to secure privileges and rights to residents of the 
State of Texas to enter into occupation, professions and employments 
irrespective and regardless of sex. 

No. 5. An Act providing for the joint control of husband and 
wife of the community property. 

No. 6. An Act providing that the right of a surviving wife to 
administer the community property be the same as in the case of the 
husband. “™~ 


No. 7. An Act providing that a married woman shall have the — 


. right to choose her legal domicile for voting, and similar purposes. 

No. 8. An Act providing that a married woman may have the 
right to sue and be sued as any other person. 

No. 9. An Act providing that an equal standard of morals be 
established. : 

to make women citizens eligible for jury service. 


Concentrating On Community Property Bill Jn California. 

California members of the National Woman’s Party are bending 
their efforts toward the adoption of changes in the community property 
law of that State which will make the wife’s right to dispose of the prop- 
erty by will and to inherit when there is no will more nearly equal with 
that of the husband. The proposed changes while not entifely_ satis- 
factory to the women of the State, are being supported by the women’s 
organizations as a step in advance over the present condition. 

Mrs. William Kent, chairman of the California branch, writes: 

“The Community Property bill asks only equal testamentary rights, 
but you have no idea how bitterly it is being fought.-~At last the 
women’s organizations have been brought together for it, and it has a 
good chance of passing, though even after that there may be a refer- 
endum. 


“I am going to speak at the Tamalpais Center Woman’s Club, and 
at the San Francisco District Federation of Women’s Clubs meeting 
next week, and in March I am going to speak to the Mothers’ Club 
of the Y. W. C. A.” | 


Endorsement By Governor In Oklahema. 
From Oklahoma, Mrs, Florence E. Cobb, State chairman, writes: 
“J. W. Callahan, of the Oklahoma House of Representatives, has 
introduced our Equal Rights bill. Anna Lasky has introduced a bill 
allowing women to hold State elective offices. I shall be there for 
the hearing on Tuesday, February 13th.” 


Mrs, Rena Maverick Green, State chairman of the National Woman’s 
Party; Mrs. Esther R. Warrick, State secretary; Mrs. Kate G. Winston, 

treasurer, and Mrs. J. E. Pearce, Mrs. S. J. Coleman and Mrs. S. 

B. Thurston are among the women actively participating in the campaign 

in Texas and interviewing legislators. Miss Lavinia Egan, member of 

the National Council of the National Woman’s Party, is visiting many 

towns in the State and interesting women in the work for equal rights. 

Miss Egan writes from McAllen, Texas: 

“Spoke to a fine group of women here this afternoon and secured 
five members. Mrs. H. N. Harms has taken the local chairmanship. 
She is a splendid woman and is quite interested. This is the largest 
town in the valley, and almost the end of the railroad. I shall work 
back the other way, speaking at San Juan tomorrow at 1.30; at Danna 
at 3 and at Edinburg, Wednesday, at 3. Hope to get dates for Mercedes 
and Harlingen for Thursday and Friday. Have date for Raymond- 
ville for Saturday afternoon. Will go to Kingsville that night where 


I hope to get a meeting on the following Monday.” 


..WOMAN’S PARTY ON VAUDEVILLE STAGE 


N unusual dramatic event took place last week, February 11th to 17th to her seemed the most absurd. This was the inheritance law which in 
in Washington, when the National Woman’s Party presented at many States gives to the father the right to return to his son’s home after 


Mrs. Anne Ford, of Muskogee, Okla., who is assisting Mrs. Cobb in 
the State campaign, writes: 

“Herewith a copy of the letter received from Governor Walton: 
‘Dear Mrs. Ford: Your letter of the 7th, enclosing copy of resolutions 
endorsing the bills for equal rights for women has been received, and 
I am very glad to say that I have always advocated the giving of such 
rights, and one paragraph in my message to the legislature was de- 
voted to this subject.’ ”’ 

The Colorado Campaign. 
A hearing is to be held on the Equal Rights legislation before the - 
Colorado legislature on February 23rd. Dr. Caroline Spencer, State sec- 
_retary, who has been in the East (part of the time at National Headquar- 
ters) during the past few months, has returned home for the hearing. 
Dr, Margaret Long, of Denver, chairman of the First Congressional Dis- 


trict of Colorado, has just telegraphed “Strong possibility of passing 
blanket bill.” : 


the Shubert Belasco Theatre, a play in one act, dealing - | an absence of years that he may claim property (from 

with one of the inequalities in the law. T ee 1 =“ mother) left by the son who had died without a will. 

orth in a vivid and intense way an instance o age- 

wife the right as guardian of her child and grants to the 

father the privilege to claim as his own the property left -e = ia 

by his son who dies without making a will. = | For the present production Mrs. wane enlisted the 
“Driven” is not-the first play Mrs, Barney has given services Of Mrs. Maude~Howell Smith, well known in 

for the Woman’s Party, for in 1913 she wrote and pro- fF Be fie Washington-for—her work in the theatre. Mrs. Smith 

duced “Some Years Hence” and “Woman,” satires on Bae ~~ =~ Save a sympathetic and imagifiative_performance in the , 


modern conditions, for the benefit of the Woman’s Party. principal role of the mother. Pauline Graff—as the. 
So in January, when the Woman’s Party accepted the FF yl daughter sparkled with youth. Contrasted with the ser-! 
opportunity to present a play in conjunction with the i0usness of the situation, Miss Graff gave a delightfully 
regular vaudeville program, it was quite natural that a 2 saben ue : humorous touch when she dares to call her father 
Mrs. Barney’s co-operation should be sought. RR uccount for his rascally doings. John Hoffman, as 
‘Ever an ardent supporter of the Woman Movement, returned father, rendered a splendid interpretation of a 
she grasped the possibilities of presenting the Woman’s most disagreeable and exacting character. Walter Berry, 
Party demand for Equal Rights—in dramatized form. as the champion of the Woman’s Cause, gave a sincere 
Since it was impossible to utilize but one incongruity in reading of a part that turned out to be little else than 
the present law, Mrs. Barnev selected as her motif, what mere spectator—powerless because of existing laws. 
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civic righteousness, 


poison gas. 


HE N ational Woman’s Party has launched its campaign for Equality. 
We are summoning all women to join us in this glorious enterprise. 


The unthinking woman—and it is worth while to take her into con-. 


sideration, for the non-thinker comprises the vast majority of both sexes 
—this uncerebrating female when asked to lend her aid in bettering the 
position of women, will probably reply to this effect: “The state of the 
world is too serious, too tragic for us to think just now of women’s rights. 
We ought to work for Peace, for more friendly international relations, for 
the League of Nations, Disarmament, Free Trade, for France, Germany, 
England, Turkey, Russia, etc. We want to abolish prostitution, also tuber- 
culosis, typhoid, venereal disease, and the 
sweating system. We want pure food, more 
parks, playgrounds, better public schools, 
and personal “purity 
everywhere. It is no time to work for wom- 
en; later on perhaps, but not just yet; at 
present it would be selfish.” 

This argument met us ‘often during the 
suffrage campaign. The Antis were very 
fond of saying that a terrific Crisis was pend- 
ing at times when the world was as calm as 
a mill pond. It always impressed the audi- 
ence: The truth of the matter is that women 
care for any and every thing except their 
own status. They think this noble and saint- 
ly.. Perhaps, but it is foolish. Woman, as 
someone feelingly remarked, is a cross be- 
tween an angel and an idiot. Altruism, she f 
thinks, is something to be valued for its own | 
sake. She is so accustomed to think of it as — 
something personally becoming, a kind of 
moral cosmetic, that she does not stop to ask 
if it is effective, or merely decorative and 
futile. “Religion to a woman,” said a French 
writer, “is like perfume to a flower.” <A 
beautifier, a cosmetic. Because she has been shut out from sdesiitices 
throughout the ages, she has not appreciated the value of training. What 
she needs now is education that will enable her in the first place to be 
herself and in the second place, to be useful and efficient. 

Women in America should emancipate themselves fully at home so as 
to be ready to play a part in the emancipation of women throughout the 
world. Citizenship today is world citizenship. In spite of the vote the 
position of women since the war is wretched, especially in Europe. I 
spent the last six months of 1922 over there taking notes and am 
preparing a series of papers for Equal Rights which will, I hope, give 


wont 


glimpses into the desperate struggle being waged by women on the other 


side of the Atlantic. 

Europe is exhausted by the war and the malign workings of the Ver- 
sailles Peace Treaty. In the victorious and -vanquished countries alike 
I observed the mortal fatigue, the fatal indifference spreading everywhere 
‘On returning to my native land; I was struck by the 
untamed, brute force of America. Though we have suffered our popula- 
tion is not exhausted, done up and done for. American women are capable 
of great efforts and a great advance can be made in the feminist movement 
if we will it. 

Let me return to the argument that feminist propaganda is “selfish.”’ 
We must understand that if we want to be effective in any kind of activity, 
we should first build up our own power. 
“But,” I hear some wide-eyed person saying, “we have the vote.” Oh my 
dear, the vote is a very small thing. Those who tussled, the hardest to 


- get it realized that; have always realized it. It is only a step on the road 


to freedom and equality. It is not an#&mchair but a ladder. A broom 
to sweep away ancient encumbrances. | 
There are many to be swept away. The National Woman’s Party 


by its patient researches has unearthed many hidden in our statute books. 


MARY WINSOR 


Chairman Committee on Permanent Headquarters of the National 
Woman's Party. 


In short, we must free ourselves 


THE FREEDOM OF EQUALI r Y 


By Mary Winsor, Haverford, Pa. 


When one speaks of them in detgil to an audience it is difficult to get an 
adequate view of their pernicious scope and extent.. Some of them seem 
small when taken one by one, but in their totality they constitute a mon- 
strous barrier in our path. 

For example, a wife assumes her husband’s name . This is not a law, 
merely a custom; it may not appear to be a great matter. But I cannot 
tell you how often a woman would come to me saying, with bitter regret, 
that she could no longer work for the suffrage because her husband “ob- 
jected to the use of Ais name in connection with this movement.” You see, 
by her marriage she had lost her maiden name. She no longer Miss 
Mary Smith; Mr. John Brown was his name 
and he thought that Mrs. John Brown was 
his name too; so the wife was nameless ! 
This taking of the husband’s name is in 
order to mark the wife’s inferior position. 
It is a relic of feudalism. The man is the 
head of his clan and she is his vassal. It 
signifies the merging of the wife’s personal- 
itv in that of the husband. And that is the 
worst aspect of the legal disabilities of 
women. Each of these laws is not merely 
isolated, accidental. They are all part and 
parcel of the ancient system of sex-subordi- 
nation under which women were branded 
as belonging to an inferior caste—legally, 
| intellectually and morally. Weshould 
hasten to remove all such caste-marks, 


little pamphlets on the legal discriminations 
against women which the N. W. P. has 


States the father is still the guardian of the 
children, and in several States can even will 
them away from his wife. Oh you woman! 
who wants to devote yourself to some worthy 
cause not approved of by your husband, do you not see what a tremendous 
hold he has over you if you happen to be fond of your children. If your 


activities annoy him you cannot continue them unless you are willing to 
. lose your children. They belong to him, not to you and he has the right to 


take them from you. This is the law and the court will uphold it. 
“Woman should have her own purse,” said Susan B. Anthony. She 
is still far from having it. Witness Georgia and Vermont where a wife’s 
wages are the property of her husband. Witness the fact that in New 
York, Mississippi, New Jersey, Alabama, Missouri, Maryland and prac- 
tically all States the wife is discriminated against for the benefit of her 
husband in that he owns her services in the home. Witness West Vir- 
ginia, New York, Delaware, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, California, New 
Mexico and Nevada where inheritance or property laws are grossly unfair 
to women. Let us take the case of Mrs. Motley, in Missouri. “The court 
refused Mrs. Motley, when a divorce against her was granted her hus- 
band, a share-of-a fortune which she had helped her husband to build up 
by her labor as his wife on their farm. Although an invalid, at the time 
of the suit, the wife was unable to obtain, in the form of alimony or in any 
other way, even a bare maintenance out of the fortune accumulated by 
their mutual efforts. This even when it was conceded that she had been 
an economical and industrious woman who had contributed twenty-five 


_years of her life toward the accumulation of their property.” 
Do you think Mrs. Motley would be in a position to give you a con- 
tribution to any cause or movement, however worthy ? \ 
Since the wife’s services are the property of her husband he is entitled 


by law to recover damages for a wrongful injury to the wife which 
deprives. him of her services. For instance: 

“X’s wife, while passing along a street in Birmingham, Ala. came in 
contact with a wire hanging down from a telephone pole and was injured. 
The Court said: “The husband has a marital right to his wife’s services 


Let us now examine some of the excellent 


compiled. We find that in a number oo 
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* * * for the loss of which when caused by the wrongful act of 
another, he has his right of action in damages as against the wrong- 
doer, so likewise for the loss to him of the eee | of his wife 
resulting from the wrong and injury to her. 


In another case the Court pointed out that: “The right of the husband 
to recover damages for injurigs to the wife is analogous with the right 
of a parent to recover for injuries to a child * * * both acts are 


founded on the basic idea as it were, of a right to possession and services of 
the wife or child.” | 


(A wife has no such nght to recover Gammnges | for an injury to her 
husband unless it results in death.) 

How can we suppress prostitution and the white slave traffic when 
the law stigmatises the female offender as the moral inferior of the male 
offender and in the matter of divorce still favors even a bad man at the 

expense of a good woman? 


Do not think that the operation of these injustices is confined to a few 
backward communities. No State in the Union is fair to women with 
the sole exception of Wisconsin, where the National Woman’s Party put 
the Woman’s Rights Bill through the Legislature in 1921. 


This leaves a vast field for us to work in and to this field we are calling 
the women of the country as our co-laborers. | do not say that women 
should drop all other forms of activity to devote themselves entirely to 
feminist propaganda. If so restricted, we would lose vast gains of ex- 
perience and power. But I do say, that as Feminism will benefit directly 
and indirectly every woman in the world, so every woman should feel 
herself in honor bound to take her part. The woman who gives no help 
in any way is a traitor to her own sex and her better self. She is content 
to reap the benefit of other women’s labors without paying her share. 


If we of the older generation don’t think that much advantage will 
accrue to ourselves we should at least consider the coming generation. 
All the rights and privileges we enjoy today have been won for us by the 
sacrifice and suffering of Susan B. Anthony, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, 
Lucretia Mott and other brave pioneers. We can pay the debt we owe 
them in the way they would like best that we should pay it, by clearing 
the path for the women and girls of the future. 


MRS. SYDNEY WEBB OF ENGLAND SAYS: 


“What the Community has to do for dangerous occupations isto take 
care that all possible means are employed to reduce the danger to a mini- 
mum and to provide full compensation for the victims—leaving then the 


occupation open so far as the law is concerned to such individuals of 
either sex as choose to engage in it.” 


INTERESTING BALTIMORE MEETINGS 

J. G. L. Day at Charcoal Club Exhibition—Friday, Feb. 23, 
4 to 6 P. M., Peabody Art Galleries. 

People’s Party—Saturday, Feb. 24, 8 P. M.,~1222 St. Paul 
Street. Speaker, Miss Elsie Bond on the Russian situation. 

: Open Forum—Sunday, Feb 25, 3 P. M., 18 W. Saratoga Street. 
Speaker, Mrs. Harvey Wiley of Washington, D. C. 

J. G. L. Tea—Tuesday, Feb. 27, 3 P. M., 817 N. Charles Street. 
Speaker, Dr. R. A. Spaeth. 

Women’s Cooperative League—Wednesday, Feb 28, 3 P. M., 


817 N. Charles Street. Speaker, Dr. Charles B. Thomp- 
son of the Mental Hygiene Association. 


: —Advertisement. 


Among the greatest liberators of humanity that the world has ever 
known are Susan B. Anthony, Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Lucretia Mott. 


Under their guidance and inspiration one of the most profound revolutions | 


that has ever been witnessed has taken place in a fragment of time, and 
that without bloodshed. The revolution has, however, not yet been com- 
pleted. Only one ot the demands put forth in 1848—that of the right to 
vote—has been completely won. 
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MISSISSIPPI LEADERS OF WOMAN’S PARTY VISIT 
NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 


RS. ELLEN B. CRUMP of Nitta Yuma, Mississippi, State chair- 

man of the Mississippi Branch, and Miss Vivian Cook of Clarks- 
dale, Mississippi, vice-chairman, visited the National Headquarters during 
the past week to confer with National officers of the Woman’s Party, con- 
cerning the development of the Mississippi Branch. 


Mrs. Crump has long been identified with the Woman’s | Party and its 
activities. Miss Cook is a new recruit. She is Mississippi’s youngest woman 


oe 
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Cie 


Mrs. Ellen B. Crump and Miss Vivian Cook of Mississippi standing in front of 
the historic old building where the Woman’s Party is housed. 


lawyer, the Court of Chancery having removed her disabilities of minority 
in order that she might be admitted to fhe bar. Both Mrs. Crump and 
Miss. Cook are among the founders of the new organization. 


At the Washington conference plans were laid for a campaign in 


Mississippi in behalf of the Equal Rights program. Preliminary arrange-_ 


ments were made for a series of addresses by speakers from within and 


‘from without the State. In pursuance of these plans, Miss Mary Winsor 


of Pennsylvania, member of the’ National Council of the Woman’s Party, 
will speak in several Mississippi cities about the first of March. Miss 
Cook and other members of the Mississippi Committee are in charge of 
the arrangements for the meetings for Miss Winsor. During April Mrs. 
Burnita Shelton Mathews, Natignal Legal Research Secretary and a native 
of Mississippi, will visit various parts of the State in a further effort to 
develope the strength of the Mississippi Branch. 
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Member District of Columbia Bar; Chiduote George Washington Univer- 
| sity Law School; Assistant Secretary, Legal Research 
Department, Woman's Party. 


N the past the position of woman might have been likened to one 

locked in a small glass entrance hall of .a stately mansion, able to 
visualize broad corridors leading in every. direction, the. grand ascending 
stairway and beautiful spacious apartments, but unable to participate in 
the a@tivities which constantly surged through the mansion, because she 
had no key.to the locked door. Then in 1920, let us say by the impelling 
force of some unseen power, a key was placed in the hand of each woman 
and she was told that by co-operation with kindred minds and souls, all 
striving for the same purpose, any and every corridor and door in the 
mansion would be opened to her. 

Isn’t it surprising then to find that after the terrible Sistine of 
seventy-two years for this little key—the right to vote—many, many 
women regard it as the great end instead of what it really is, a tool to 
work with? But such was the situation that confronted the National 
Woman’s Party upon its reorganization and adoption of a nation-wide 
Equal Rights program; and immediate progress was largely blocked by 
the three I’s—Indifference, Inertia and Ignorance—yes, IGNORANCE in 
an age of education. The resolution passed at the first Equal Rights 
Convention ever held in this country, in 1848, is applicable today: “The 
women of this country ought to be enlightened in regard to the laws under 


which they live, that they may no longer publish their degradation by declar- _ 


ing themselves satisfied with their present condition, nor their ignorance, 
by asserting that they have all the rights they want.” 

Of course, it was known that in a given State women were not allowed 
to serve on juries, or that by marriage a woman lost the right to choose 
her legal domicile, or that a married woman did not have the same right 
to control and dispose of her property as her husband had to control and 
dispose of his property, but there was no compilation of data along these 
lines on which to base a concerted, nation-wide, comprehensive campaign 
for the removal of all legal disabilities of women. This problem was 
partly solved by the preparation of digests of all the laws of all States 
affecting women, and by the publication of leaflets enumerating clearly the 
discriminations against women in each State. 

The next Step was to make this vast store of information usable in the 
- various State aigns. To accomplish this the National Woman’s Party, 
through its legislative department, has drafted bills designed to cover the 
needs of each State, and has formulated an extensive legislative program. 
After intensive research and study of the best laws now in operation 
Ms any States on the subject involved, five types of legislation were formu- 


Ns Fvved, varying from the declaration of a principle as in the Colorado bill, 


‘ows: “Women shall have the same rights, privileges and immunities 
unde laws of this Stateas men. This act shall be construed as abro- 
gating in every respect the Common Law disabilities of women,” to the 
Georgia type, consisting of separate bills, each covering but one, subject 
and amending or repealing particular statutes, or substituting new laws 
for the old. In the middle ground is the Wisconsin form, reading “W omen 
shall have the same right-~and privileges under the law as men in the exer- 
cise of suffrage, freedom o:, wntract, choice of residence for voting pur- 
poses, jury service, holding es ‘\. holding and conveying property, care 
and custody of children, and in ai? other respects.” The fourth type of 
bill refers to existing laws, chapter by chapter and section by section, 
specifically describing the desired changes and stating the provisions of 
the law as they would read if the proposed changes were made. In States 
where the constitution or statutes require that changes in the law be 
fied, this latter form of bill usually meets the situation, The fifth type 
is a composite bill based mostly upon equal rights laws already in existence 
and covering every disability or discrimination. This composite bill may 
be introduced in its entirety or parts of it may be used to cover particular 
discriminations or disabilities existing in a State. Each part of the com- 
posite bill is so arranged that it may be used either as a section of the 
composite bill or as a separate act. 

Among these five types of Equal Rights bills may be found a form 


THE WASHINGT ON END OF THE EQUAL RIGHTS CAMPAIGN 


By F, L. Woopson 


of legislation applicable to, or adaptable to the needs of each State in 
the Union. 

_ This legislative program was submitted last November to the Lawyers’ 
Council of the National Woman’s Party, the chairman of which is Dean 
Emma Gillett, that great and noble spirit who has done more to further 
the cause of legal education among women than any other one person. 
The Lawyers’ Council met in connection with the conference of National 
and State Officers of the Woman’s Party, held last November at the 
National Headquarters, and was attended by representative women lawyers 


-from many States, among whom may be mentioned Miss Paula Laddy, 


of New Jersey, daughter of a pioneer suffrage leader, Mrs. Phoebe Mun- 
necke of Michigan and Miss Marion Cottle, who is a noted lecturer as 
well as a lawyer, and maintains law offices in New York and “Boston. 
After Miss Paula Laddy had.moved that the Lawyers’ Council indorse 
the proposed legislative campaign in toto, and the question was before the 
house, it seemed for a time that a reactionary spirit was developing among 
timid souls who feared our program was too far in advance of public opin- 
ion and $ublic knowledge to be successful. Then it was that our vener- 
able chairman, Dean Gillett, ever fearless in defense of a righteous cause, 
relinguished the chair to another and with inspiring words brought the 
entire council to see the fatality of compromising principle and right for 
the sake of expediency. Under the inspiration of her wise leadership, the 
council then indorsed the legislative program unanimously. Surely none 
of those who were privileged to be present can n sver_ forget thé thrill of 
those moments. 

On the same.day, November 12th, the legislative program, thus in- 
dorsed by the Lawyers’ Council, was presented to the general body of 
the national conference, composed of the National Council, State Chairmen, 
members of State Committees, life members and founders. Mrs. Burnita 
Shelton Mathews, the head of the Legal Research Department, presented 
the proposed legislative program to the conference, and it was adopted 
unanimously amid cheers. 

How this legislative program for Equal Rights is being vigorously 
promulgated in State legislatures now in session is history in the making. 
And the result—what shall it be? Whether the response from the States 
is such as to obviate the necessity for a Federal amendment—who can say? 

Meanwhile millions of American women still wait for freedom. 


— 


As you rejoice in your education in your enfranchisement, in the 
greater opportunities that are open to you today, so the obligation to do 
your part in the completion of the work so nobly begun rests upon you. 
Make your gift to the children of tomorrow equal the gifts you have re- 
ceived. 

All of the freedom that you now enjoy has been purchased at a 
great price which you have not paid. Meet your obligation by doing your 
full share toward building a social order under which women shall no 
longer be in any form of subjection to man in law or in custom, but shall 
in every way be on an equal plane in rights, as she has always been and 
...will continue to be, in responsibilities and obligations. 

Open your eyes to the vision that was seen by the pioneers 
that vision a reality. 
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DEDICATION 
% 
To the women of every land and nation, to their children who 
constitute all humanity, to the brave dead who opened the heavy door 
of the house of bondage, and to the valiant spirits who will lead com- 
ing generations out into the sunshine, these pages are dedicated. 
May every woman who is not too idle to have a thought, or too 
vain to have a soul, or too rich in gold to have a heart, join in the 
great struggle for women’s freedom. | 
Purity, Liberty, Justice—these we must work for! 


POSITION OF THE WOMAN’S PARTY ON LAWS 
PROHIBITING NIGHT WORK FOR WOMEN 


HE National Woman’s Party, at its conference of national and State 

officers last November, adopted a Declaration of Principles, embody- 
ing its program of equality between men and women. The part of the 
Declaration of Principles dealing with industrial equality reads: 


“Women shall no longer be barred from any occupation, but every 
occupation open to men shall be open to women, and restrictions upon | 
the hours, conditions, and remuneration of labor shall apply alike to 
both sexes. 


“Women shall no longer receive less pay than men for the same 
work, but shall receive equal compensation for equal work in public 
and private employment.” 

The Woman’s Party is carrying out this program, among other ways, 
by seeking to have all laws prohibiting night work apply to both men and 
women, and not to women alone. 


A number of States -have already passed laws prohibiting night leds 
in various occupations for women, but not prohibiting it for men. In the 
beginning of the enacting of this type of legislation, the hour at which 
women must cease work was usually set by the legislatures at 10 P. M. 
The tendency seems to be to increase the stringency of this restriction. 
The Powers bill. for instance, introduced in January in the Rhode Island 


legislature, provides that no woman shall be permitted “to work in any 
factory, manufacturing, mechanical, or mercantile establishment” after 6 
o'clock in the evening. 

To this type of legislation the Woman’s Party is opposed, and its 
Khode Island members are endeavoring to see that the Powers bill is made 
to apply to both men and women, or else ‘is defeated. 

The Woman’s Party is not a labor organization and does not presume 
to say what is the best method of improving labor conditions—whether by 
organization, by legislation, or by reconstructing the form of our society. 
The Woman’s Party simply demands that whatever the method adopted, 
it’ shall not include any discrimination based on sex. 

Investigations conducted recently by the Woman’s Party have shown 
the hardship to women that follows the passing of law prohibiting night 
work for women, but not prohibiting it for men. 

In New York there is law forbidding work in various occupations after 
10 P. M. for women, but not forbiding it for men. As a result, women 
have disapeared from behind soda fountains and candy counters on the 
evening shift andyghave been replaced by men. One firm alone dismissed 


between eighty and ninety women and replaced them by men as the result” 


of this law “protecting women.” 

In the printing trade women proof readers and women linotypists were 
replaced by men because the law prevented them from working on the late 
shifts indispensable to newspapers, while it permitted men to work after 
10. Finally, after untiring effort, the women got themselves exempted 
from the law and were then able to regain their employment. — 


One of the news companies which operates most of the newsstands 


has always used older women, *to whom the alleged moral hazard of night 
work was a farce, for late shifts. 
when the 10 o’clock closing hour “for women only’”’ went into effect. 

The head of the personnel department of a great chain of drug stores 
reports ‘to us that she has not been able to engage women pharmacists for 
the New York drug stores because they cannot work at night, owing to 
this same law preventing women but not preventing men from working 
after 10 P. M. This law prevents women from entering this dignified 
and lucrative profession in New York. 

Waitresses in many instances report themselves discriminated against 


by being obliged to take only the day shifts because the night “tips” are_ 


much larger than those received during the day, and so the returns- from 
their labor are arbitrarily lessened. 


Examples could be mulitplied almost indefinitely” showing how women 
have lost their employment altogether or have ebeen tr@nsferréd to less 
desirable day positions through the laws prohibiting night work for women — 


but not prohibiting it for men. 


To force women out of night work by law and turn their jobs over 


to men, means forcing women into unemployment or into employment 
which is less profitable or in some way less desirable to them, as other- 
wise they would not have been engaged in night work. Moreover, it means 
narrowing the labor field which women can enter and forcing them to 
compete with each other in an even more restricted area than that formerly 
open to them. 

The Woman’s Party contends that if night work is eoclaiiiai for 
women because the streets are not safe at night, as is claimed, the solution 
is to make the streets safe instead of barring women from night occupa- 
tions. We contend that if night work is bad for women because of the gen- 


eral. undesirability of night work from a health point of view, then the: 


solution is to make the night work laws, for the various occupations cov- 
ered by these laws, apply to both men and women, as is now done in some 
of the Scandinavian countries, and not apply to women alone. In this way 


the health of both men and women will be protected and women will not be 


subjected to an additional economic handicap in competing with men. 


If women ever expect to be soln aagsaaten in politics or the pro- 
fessions, they will have to rescue the “woman in industry” from “women- 
and-children” legislation. United we stand, divided we fall—and men 
voters are not likely to favor a woman in office while State laws proclaim 
her unable to work a nine-hour shift without danger to the future gen- 
eration, or assert that her morality is in danger if she works after 10 
P. M., and actualy set her working: value at $16.50, which is the highest 
award ever made by a Minimum Wage Commission! 


These women were all replaced by men 
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